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2 From The Desk of , 


Dear TWT Subscribers & Readers, 


Without doubt, the year 2020 has been difficult. Many of us have experienced hardships and 
uncertainties, on top of the pain of losing friends and dear loved ones. We have been faced with isolation 
from family, church, work, and many things that we perhaps take for granted — such as dining openly ina 
restaurant. Suffice it to say that life as we know it has drastically changed. Yet through it all, God has never 
changed. He yet sits on the throne and remains in complete control, and for this, there is no better reason to 
be grateful. We may not comprehend or know specifically what tomorrow holds, but as the well-known hymn 
reminds us, we build our hopes on all things eternal and hold steadfast to God’s unchanging hand. 

In our 2nd issue of The Whole Truth for 2020, we want to continue encouraging you through content 
that is not only thought provoking but inspired by scripture. The Whole Truth’s writers include evangelists, 
missionaries, ministers and elders of the Gospel who capably present sound doctrine and Bible-based truths 
through this editorial. [t is so important that you intentionally edify your spirits during these critical times, 
and that you purpose to spread God’s Word and positivity to others. 

And while spreading God’s love and sharing words of encouragement with others, I want to highly 
encourage you to vote during this critical election season, and to make every effort to motivate those around 
you to also vote. Saints of God, voting is our natural weapon in the fight for change in this country; and 
change is needed now. I invite you to visit www.cogic.org today to view the Church of God in Christ’s 
Souls to the Polls campaign trailer. Please know that your voice and your vote are critical and needed like 
never before. 

Please be certain that you are appropriately registered to vote within your county and that you know 
the location of your assigned polling place. It is not just a choice but your absolute duty to vote. Please help 
the Church of God in Christ reach the attainable goal of 250,000 souls to the polls. Let’s show ourselves 
strong in the fight for change as one body of believers and effective change seekers. 

It is my sincere prayer that we would continue to fully trust God to order our steps for the remainder 
of this year. I urge you to continue to keep Psalm 91 at the forefront of your hearts and minds, and to lean 
completely on the Master for all of your cares, needs and concerns. I confidently declare that together, we will 
victoriously make it with the help of the Lord. 


In His Service, 


FAX Bat 


Bishop Charles E. Blake, Sr. 
Presiding Bishop 

Church Of God In Christ, Inc. 
The Seventh In Succession 


THE WHOLE TRUTH 


8 THEWHOLE TRUTA 


THE PRESIDING BISHOP’S 
EPISCOPAL CALL TO 
POLITICAL RESPONSIBILITY 


Information of GREAT importance! 
YOU DON’T WANT TO MISS IT! 


For More Information Go To: 
Www.cogic.org 
or 
rocs.online/cogic 


BISHOP 
CHARLES E. BLAKE, SR. 


PRESIDING BISHOP & CHIEF APOSTLE 
CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST, INC. 


Dear TWT Readers: 


I am so grateful for the opportunity to share with each of you again. As we present our 2nd 
issue of the year, we have collectively come through hardships and trials over the course of the spring 
and summer months of 2020. The times in which we live appear foreign and strange, but I’m so grateful 
that nothing is a surprise to Almighty God; that He is not caught off guard by any occurrence in this 
earthly realm. There is such an assurance in knowing God and that He alone holds our tomorrow...bless 
His name! I sincerely pray that we can all continue to find rest in that comforting fact, no matter what 
the rest of 2020 may bring. 

Considering the times, this issue of The Whole Truth includes content to quickly edify, such as 
“How to Stay Spiritually Healthy in an Unhealthy World” by Evangelist Missionary Queen E. Phillips, 
and “Finding Joy During a Global Pandemic” by Evangelist Missionary Marion McNair. We also honor 
and celebrate the life of the graceful, Mother Willie Mae Sheard, and rejoice in her impact among family, 
her peers and within the church. We also give some quick tips and support for parents and educators 
who are tackling distance learning, as well as a celebratory recap of the virtual birthday event that honored 
our very own, Presiding Bishop Charles E. Blake, Sr.’s extraordinary 80th birthday celebration. 

Echoing our Presiding Bishop’s call for voter participation in this year’s pivotal presidential 
election, I too would like to stress the importance of heading to the polls in November. Collectively, 
our denomination alone can make a truly meaningful impact! If we can get on one accord to attend 
convocation and our various conventions for week-long gatherings in one specific city, we can surely 

get on one accord for one day - Tuesday, November 3rd - from our various cities and make this the 
most widely participated election among Church of God in Christ adherents ever! Please do not take 
your voting responsibility lightly. Join with the Church of God in Christ in getting Souls to the Polls! 
We are COGIC strong and our votes can truly make a difference. 

I pray that God covers each of you during the remainder of 2020, and that you will lean on His 


strength and power to conquer any obstacles you may face. 


God’s Very Best to All, 


dy &. 


April E. Quillen 
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a - * 50th Anniversary of 


~” CH. MASON 


‘Theolo gical Seminary 


BEGINS NEW ERA 


By Bishop David Allen Hall 
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During the week of February 24-27, 2020, the Church Of God In Christ celebrated the 
5Oth anniversary of C.H. Mason Theological Seminary. This 50th anniversary began 
a new era in the life of the seminary. Presiding Bishop Charles E. Blake, Sr. provided 
the keynote address in the main banquet hall, crowded and overflowing. In attendance 
was the General Board and dozens of other esteemed leaders of the denomination, 
including emeritus General Board member and former Chairman of the 
~ C.H. Mason Seminary Board of Trustees, Bishop Roy L.H. Winbush. 
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The banquet hall was arrayed in magnificent 
decoration and color. The committee’s eye for detail 
and the excitement of the moment made for a festive 
occasion. As a social gathering, the evening was alive 
with sights, sounds, and splendor! Everything was 
accentuated by the formal attire of the well-dressed 
saints from around the nation who enjoyed renewing 
their relationships. 

The gala was held in Atlanta, Georgia, where 
the seminary , 
is located, and 
was attend by 
the faithful and 2s 
ops of Georgia. 
The prelates of 
Georgia have - 
been essential | 
to the success of 
the seminary by | 
providing sup- 
port year-round 
as a community 
of faith. The 
seminary has graduated nearly 400 students over the 
50 years of its existence. In the ranks of the graduates 
are bishops, supervisors, chaplains, college and 
university professors, pastors, missionaries, and 
professional, socially-based ministers. Notable 
among the graduates are persons that labor presently 
in the organization at very. significant positions: 
Bishop Martin Luther Johnson, Chief Justice of the 
Judiciary Board; Bishop David Allen Hall, former 
CEO of the Church Of God In Christ Publishing 
House; Dr. Harold Bennett, President Dean of the 
seminary; Dr. T. Lynn Smith and Elder David Allen 
Hall, Jr., members of the National Board of Trustees. 
Each is a respected graduate whose accomplishments 
are storied and supportive in the ministries of the 
Church Of God In Christ worldwide. 

The C.H. Mason Seminary’s academic and 
historic record began in the imagination of the late 
Presiding Bishop J.O. Patterson, Sr. who was the 
leader of the Church in 1970. Current Presiding 


- Allen Hall, Sr. serves as Chairman. The 50th 


Hall and a friend of Mie. se 


Bishop Charles E. Blake, Sr was the 
initial Chairman of the C.H. Mason 

Trustee Board from 1970-1974. Bishop. 
Roy L.H. Winbush served as Trustee Chairman 
from 1974 to 2016. Currently, Bishop David 


Anniversary was a total collaboration and effort that 
reflected years of commitment. os 
Presiding Eee Blake and Bishop Hall 

endeavored to make 

the 50th anniversary 

special indeed. For 

the record, the 

‘seminary never 
‘officially established 

an endowment. 

Bishops Blake and 

Hall marked this 

event as the 

beginning of a new, 

era and hoped to 

strengthen the 
seminary in an 

unparalleled way. 
Under the leadership of Bishop Blake, the time was 
right to start an endowment. The greatest institutions — 2 
in the worldhave been endowed by graduates, and 
persons who believe in the fundamental mission and 
purpose for an institution. On the night of the banquet, © 4 
the effort to begin the endowment was launched. The 
endowment will empower the seminary to support ee 
itself, broaden programs, develop initiatives for fine ay 


_ efforts, and simply offer a better financial foundation 


for graduate education. This is a new era where 
bequeaths of property, inheritance, and gifts can be 
accepted and used to promote the vital growth ae 
development of the world’s only accredited Blew 
Pentecostal graduate school. gag 
The gathering of the endowment fun gyas 
supported with initial pledges and gifts o ( “ 
from Presiding Bishop Blake, Bishop i Allen 


comedian, Brother 
payments were 


Sedgwick Daniels, who is currently 


a doctoral candidate at C.H. Mason 


Seminary. ee Se 
of the Women’s Department, — 
Mother Barbara Lewis, a formes 


seminary trustee board member, 
responded liberally to the plea. _ 
- With charitable hearts, members of 


ie General Board also responded — 
to the plea, each making a special — 
dedication to the cause. While 


no one could have imagined that 


First Assistant Presiding Bishop 


| : PA Brooks and Bishop N athan- 
~ iel Wells would soon transition 


to Glory, their record of financial — 
| Conteibutions is duly noted. 

a The Mason Trustee Board 
heeded the call and demonstrated 


- - their « devotion and financial 
- ‘commitment. These individuals” 


deserve a note of recognition and 


appreciation: Bishop Howard — 


Quillen, Bishop Phillip Porter, 
Bishop . J ohnny Tates, Bishop - 
_ Martin Luther Johnson, Bishop — 
Guy Glimp, Bishop Roy Dixon, 
Dr. John Redic, Bishop Ralph 
E, Lewis, Dr. Alonzo Johnson, 
Supervisor Mary Tucker, Supervisor 
Claudette Duncan, Dr. Charles 
Hill, Chaplain Sheila Baxter, 
US Army General Retired, Dr. 
] Lawrence Williams, Pastor Larry 
Franklin, and the late Bishop John 
Wayne Leg gett for their stellar and 
tremendous support. : 7 
In the life of the seminary, 
there have been four deans to serve 
as chief administrative officer. The 
founding dean was Dr. Leonard 
Lovett, followed by Dr. Oliver J. 
Haney, Designated Bishop Ar- 
thur Mosley, and current dean, Dr. 
Harold Bennett. As aforemen- 
tioned, contributions of the Georgia 
bishops have been a source of 
substantial blessing. Their associ- 
ation started with legendary names 
such as the late Presiding Bishop 
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Chandler David Owens, Bishop 
J.D. Husband, Bishop J. Howard 
Dell and Bishop Samuel Hicks. At 
present, Georgia’s Bishop Norman 
Harper, Bishop John Thomas, 
Bishop Paul Fortson, Bishop Joseph 
Hogan, Bishop Mark Walden, 
Bishop Michael Paden, Bishop 
Larry Shaw, Bishop Benjamin 
Collins, Bishop Walter Flemings, 
Bishop Richard White, the late 
Bishop John Wayne Leggett, and 
designated bishops, Thomas Frazier, 
Arthur Mosley and Matthew 
Brown have continued to provide 
distinguished support. These bishops 
purchased tables and made 
financial contributions to the 
endowment effort. 

Fifty years of dedicated, 
godly service and education has 
been documented. C.H. Mason 
Seminary shall continue to provide 
sound docrtine to illuminate the 
horizon of this dark world. There 
will be no controversy, or 
theoretical or pragmatic issue that 
our prepared clergy cannot address. 
God has dominion in this world 
and Mason Theological Seminary 
stands on the cutting edge with 
a Pentecostal, holiness message, 
committed to serve our Lord, Jesus 
Christ. 

A special 50th anniversary 
hardbound book has been printed 
to commemorate this historic 
event. Compiled by Dr. Jonathan 
Lotson, it tells the story of the 
entire week’s celebration. There 
are still a few copies available for 
a donation of $100.00. TWT 


Bishop David Allen Hall, Sr D.Min serves 
as chairman of the C.H. Mason Board of 
Trustees. 


THE WHOLE TRUTH |3 


) 


Since mid-March, the world has been turned upside down 
by COVID-19. Everything has 


Bold 


changed, including our ability to gather as Believers. 
We are grateful to have leadership in the Church of God 
in Christ who are leading from a saints-first position, 
without endangering lives. 


and 


Presiding Bishop Charles Edward Blake, Sr. is 
certainly leading the way. Born August 5, 1940 
in North Little Rock, Arkansas, we were 


Distinctive 


looking forward to a grand, in-person gala to celebrate his 
80th milestone birthday this year. Instead, with a Philippians 
4:13 attitude, we captured a spectacular virtual celebration 
to honor such a great leader and man of God. 


Celebration 


By Elder David-George Newsome 
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Bishop Blake often refers to Lady Mae as pj 


enhanced and beautified his ministry }, 


Born to loving parents, Junious 


ies. : Augustus and Lula Mae, the year 

/[ prior to the start of World War II, 
oN Bishop Blake is the younger of two 

Feeetes sons with his older brother, Bishop 
| Nee Junious Augustus, Jr., still serving at 


his father’s church in San 
Diego, California. After 
preaching his first sermon 
at the age of 16, Bishop 
Blake soon followed in his 
beloved father’s footsteps 
as a minister of the Gospel. 


At a Youth Congress in 
Denver Colorado, Bishop 
Blake’s life changed 
forever when he met the 
young and beautiful Mae 
Lawrence of Detroit, 
Michigan. They would 
soon marry and move to 
San Diego to assist Bishop 
JA Blake with the church 
in the early 1960s. Bishop 
Blake often refers to Lady 
Mae as his “Secret Weapon” 
because she has enhanced 
and beautified his ministry 
beyond measure. He and 
Lady Mae have three chil- 
dren: Kimberly, Charles I 
and Lawrence Champion, 
and eight grandchildren. 
Bishop Blake has said 

| that his family is his most 
important ministry. 


In 1969, Bishop Blake 
was appointed as the pastor of 
West Angeles Church in Los 
Angeles by the late Bishop S.M. 
Crouch. When Bishop Blake 
arrived at West Angeles, there 
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were 50 members. Today, the 
membership exceeds 25,000 with 
more than 80 active ministries that 
minister to the whole man and 
provide added value to the Cren- 
shaw corridor with more than 100 
million dollars in property. 


Bishop Blake became the juris- 
dictional prelate of California 
Southern First in 1985 and led that 
jurisdiction for 25 years before 
retiring to concentrate on his duties 
as the Presiding Bishop and Chief 
Apostle. In 1988, Bishop Blake 
was elected to the General Board 
after serving the national church 

in a variety of ways. Bishop Blake 
and the late Bishop G.E. Patterson 
were lifelong friends and in 2000, 
Bishop Patterson selected Bishop 
Blake to serve as the First Assistant 
Presiding Bishop. 


After Bishop Patterson was called 
from labor to reward, Bishop Blake 
served as the Interim Presiding 
Bishop and was elected in 2007 to 
finish the term of Bishop Patterson. 
In 2008, Bishop Blake was elected 
to his first of three four-year terms 
as Presiding Bishop. He has served 
admirably for 17 years to date. 


Bishop Blake’s accomplishments 
as Presiding Bishop would need to 
be contained in volumes but some 
of the highlights include: 

e Renovation of several of the 
buildings on the Headquarters 
Campus, including the Lee Build- 
ing, the Leila Mason Building and 
the Mason Home. 

¢ Built 77 apartment homes in 
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because she has 


ry beyond measure. 


Memphis, Tennessee. 

e Led the acquisition of the new 
Publishing House properties in 
Memphis. 

e Acquisition of additional 
properties on the Headquarters 
Campus, downtown Memphis and 
Lexington, Mississippi. 

e Massive improvements to the 
All Saints Academy campus in 
Lexington, Mississippi. 

¢ The first complete financial 
audit in the history of the church. 
¢ Successfully moved convo- 
cation to St. Louis, Missouri to a 
facility that could accommodate 
the more than 40,000 attendees in 
one defined space. 


The scene of our Presiding 
Bishop’s birthday celebration was 
Facebook Live, the COGIC App 
and the COGIC website on Friday, 
August 7, 2020. Thousands tuned- 
in from around the world for the 
celebration with a clever theme 
entitled, “80 Years Bold: The 
Distinction of Charles Edward 
Blake, Sr.” With more than 12,000 
churches in more than 100 countries, 
people literally gathered around 
the globe in front of computer 
screens, televisions and even large 
projection screens to view the 
national celebration for Bishop 
Blake. 


Av 
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Bishop Jerry Wayne Macklin, our 
longtime Second Assistant Presiding 
Bishop and current Interim First 
Assistant Presiding Bishop, served 
as host for the evening and did a 
phenomenal job keeping the event 
high-spirited and engaging. After 


a brief biographi- 
cal presentation of 
Bishop Blake, the 
First Family provided 
their special and 
touching tribute, 
including one from 
his beloved wife of 
more than 50 years, 
Lady Mae Lawrence 
Blake. 


Next, Bishop Blake’s 
fellow members of 
the General Board 
gave their heartfelt 
tributes for our 
leader, followed by 
all of the general 
officers and depart- 
ment heads. There 
was even a special 
“Happy Birthday” 
song from COGIC’s 
own dynamic duo 
of Karen Clark 
Sheard and her 
daughter, Kierra. In 
addition, there were 
two special features 
on Save Africa’s 
Children and 
COGIC Charities. 


Anyone who knows 
Bishop Blake knows 
the importance that 
music plays in his 
ministry, and the 
celebration was 

no disappointment 
in this area. There 
were special appearances from 
a special Virtual COGIC Mass 
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Choir, Vanessa Bell Armstrong, 
Jekalynn Carr, Erica Campbell, 
and Pastor Smokie Norful. Bishop 
Marvin Winans also gave a special 
tribute. 


Bishop Blake has always been 

a big proponent of ecumenical 
fellowships and continues exposing 
COGIC to some of the best min- 
isters of the Gospel around the 
world. Tributes from the ecumeni- 
cal community included: 


e Bishop T.D. Jakes, The Potter’s 
House-Dallas 

e Pastor Joel Osteen, Lakewood 
Church-Houston 
Bishop Kenneth Ulmer, Faithful 
Central Bible Church-Los 
Angeles 


e Bishop Noel Jones, City of 


Refuge-Los Angeles 

e Dr. Doug Clay, General 
Secretary, Assemblies of God 

e Dr. George O. Wood, former 
General Secretary, Assemblies 
of God 

e Bishop Tudor Bismark, New 
Life Covenant Ministries- 


Zimbabwe 


The evening ended with special 
words of thanks and appreciation 
from the honoree, Presiding Bishop 
Charles Edward Blake, Sr. 


If you happened to have missed 
the celebration on August 7, 2020, 
you can go to our Facebook page 
to watch it on replay... you will be 
thoroughly blessed. 


One thing is sure: our Church has 
been tremendously blessed by the 


i irle WiRIOWE WRU 


dedication, commitment, loyalty and DISTINCTION of the Most Reverend 
Charles Edward Blake, Sr. Bishop Blake, we see YOU in the future and 


you look much better than-you do right now. Tremendous thanks for you 
steadfast and spiritual leadership. TWT 


David-George Newsome resides in San Diego, California and is a member of the St. 
Stephen's Cathedral COGIC where General Board Member George Dallas McKinney 
is the pastor. He is married to Melba White Newsome, the father of James Timothy 
(Shantelle) and JaMel Tlois and the grandfather of four: JsMilah, Zion, Journee and 
Addelyn (born this past March). 


The Whole Truth would like to wish the ever-elegant Lady Mae L. Blake, 
First Lady of the Church of God in Christ, a very loving Happy Birthday! 
On Friday, July 31st, Lady Mae was graced to celebrate another year of life. 


‘ | We are so grateful for her wonderful example throughout the years, 
and we certainly bless God for her life. 


Equally steadfast in ministry, Lady Mae has served alongside her husband, ~ 
Presiding Bishop Charles E. Blake, Sr., as a true helpmate and committed 
companion. Always found draped in humility and grace, Lady Mae’s sweet, 
genuine spirit has captured the hearts of the saints over the years. 


With a sincere heart for the women of God, Lady Mae leads by example 
i and sets the tone on every platform the Lord establishes her. From her talent 
for beautification to her words of wisdom and inspiration, Lady, Mae has 
brought only good to her husband, family and church all the days of their 
life together. We pray for God’s divine protection over her and pray that 
she enjoys many more blessed, abundant years to come. 
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The Epitome of 


COVENANT 
LOVE! 


The Incredible 72- Year Marriage of 
Dr. Russell Brown, Sr. 
® Mother Elizabeth V. Brown 


“And we have known and believed the love that God 
hath to us. God is love; and he that dwelleth in love 
dwelleth in God, and God in him.” 

—I John 4:16 (KJV) 


By DeLisa Reed 


Love is an adventure within itself, full of mystery, awe, 
what-ifs, and breath-taking experiences that etch lasting | 
memories into the hearts of those who are daring enough 

to embrace it. Proverbs 18:22 states, “He who finds a wife | 
finds a good thing, and obtains favor from the Lord.” But | 
watch this... even if you follow the Bible’s way in selecting 
a life partner, there is no way of knowing what lies on the 


road ahead. 


Once you tie the knot, jump the broom, plant the celebratory 
kiss, the best you can do is work on your union, every day, 
and pray that you are two of the blessed ones that live out 
the “til death do us part” portion of the vows. This is exactly 
what our profile couple has done to this day. 
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It is our pleasure to introduce to the Church of God 
in Christ family and the entire Body of Christ, Pastor 
Emeritus, Dr. Russell Brown, Sr. and Mother Elizabeth 
V. Brown, founders of The New Beginnings Cathedral 
of Worship in Denver, Colorado. They have been 
blessed with 93 years and 87 years of life respectively, 
72 years of marriage and 65 years in the ministry. 
They are the proud parents of 9 children and 28 grand 
and great-grandchildren. Dr. Brown states, “We made 
a ‘love connection’ and we believe it was love at first 
sight. The love for God and the love for each other 
has kept us together for 72 years. We are committed 
to God’s plan and will for our lives.” The Browns un- 
derstand that 
the sanctity 
of marriage 
includes 
living the 
marriage Cov- 
enant while 
balancing the 
natural re- 
sponsibilities 
associated 
with marital 
relationships, 
which are 
rooted in 

the spiritual 


, 2 


caring for both the natural as well as spiritual family. 


obligations 


required in 


From the beginning of their relationship, Mother 
Brown said that even though they were in separate 
cities, they were “kind of drawn toward one another 
so [they] didn’t try to go with anyone else.” Having 
a lot of teaching about seeking God’s favor, her 
husband described it as something he felt ‘led by the 
Lord to pursue’ (Kingdom News, 2017). 


Statistics hold that around 27% of Christian mar- 
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riages end in divorce, with Barna Group stating that 
African-American divorces overall fall within the 
36% range. Throughout Pastor and Mother Brown’s 
entire marriage, however, they have intentionally __ 
never used the word ‘divorce.’ Referencing the song 
“T Made a Vow to the Lord,” Pastor Brown explained 
that the song, in conjunction with their marriage, 
meant ‘til death’ and through sickness and all kind of 
trouble, they would keep their vows to each other and 
to the Lord. So, for all the troublesome times and the 
rough spots you can encounter in marriage, after 72 
years the advice they offer is this: “First and foremost, 
take your time and be as sure as you can be that your 
significant 
other is who 
you want to 
spend the rest 
of your life 
with, and that 
your marriage 
is ordained 
by God.” 
Additionally, 
“make sure 
you under- 
stand ALL the 
VOws you are 
taking because 
divorce is not 
an option.” 
Mother 
Brown says laughingly, “There is a solution for all of 
life’s simple problems that may arise in a marriage, 
such as putting the top back on the toothpaste or if 
they like one thing and you like another. [In covenant 
marriage], not wanting to give up and knowing that 
since we had both given our lives to the Lord...there 
wasn’t anything that He couldn’t help us resolve [by] 
acknowledging God in all our ways.” 


Dr. Brown stated, “Salvation was very important to 


us as a young couple.” So important, in fact, Pastor 


it 


eC 


Brown’s best advice for those considering marriage 
is to “know and have a relationship with God first, 
and He will lead you to the right person He wants 
you to be with for the rest of your life. It’s about 
relationship, not religion.” In other words, to have 

a relationship with another, you must first have a 
relationship with Christ. Furthermore, Dr. Brown 
stands on the Word that if you seek Him with all your 
heart, you will find Him. “Nobody can find Him for 
you, you have to know Him for yourself.” 


Pastor and Mother Brown started their family with 
love. This resulted in raising 10 children while 
working to 
provide a 
stable home 
environment 
that would 
later permeate 
the Church. 
“Our children 
are our joy, 
and it was a 
pleasure to 
teach them the 
Bible and in- 
still in them to 
love each oth- 
er. We were 
faithful to 
God and our 
church. The Historic First Church of God in Christ 
was a Significant part of our lifestyle. We were active 
in teaching and music. We nurtured our children and 
taught them the scriptures, and now we have pastors, 
teachers, missionaries and musicians. To God be the 
glory!” 


Dr. Brown continues, “Our home was a place of 
worship and weekdays, we had worship service and 
lifted our voices to sing of His praises. Our neighbors 


knew we believed in God and He was first in our 


lives. We shared the love of Jesus and witnessed to 
others. We believe it is important to God and each 
other to pray in intercession and to encourage each 


other. We renewed our wedding vows after fifty years 


and make it a priority to read for enlightenment and our 
romance. Music has been an instrument to highlight 
our marriage and all of our children are gifted to play 
instruments and sing to unify our family. All of our 
adult children have been successful with their educa- 
tion, careers, to record music albums and share their 
gifts all over the world! We are living and walking in 
faith and obedience to God’s Word.” Indeed, Pastor 
and Mother Brown’s love is unconditional because 
they have had 
‘Mountain 
Top’ experi- 
ences worthy 


of emulation. 


When you 
have been in 
the ministry 
for 65 plus 
years, there 
is advice 
that would 
definitely 
help others in 
pastoral min- 
istry when it 
comes to 
balancing family, work and the church. We asked 
Pastor Brown what advice he would give to married 
pastors who are in the infancy of marriage (10 years 
or less) with young children. He stated, “When you 
know you are blessed, stay humble and be a man of 
intelligence, integrity and chastity. | am humbled 

and honored to have my beautiful wife, Elizabeth, 

by my side. We married in 1947 and after 8 years, I 
received my call to the gospel ministry. We embraced 
the scripture in Proverbs 22:6: “Train up a child in 
the way he should go and when he becomes older, he 
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would not depart from it“. We prayed daily [and yet 
do] and asked God for wisdom and have kept a con- 
sistent devotion in the Word. We have enjoyed seeing 
our children grow spiritually and accomplish great 
things that make us Godly proud of them.” 


Mother Brown gives equally important advice to first 
ladies by stating, “It is important to know your hus- 
band and stay close to the activities of the church.” 
She goes on to say, “Yes, you may feel lonely and 
isolated; however, keep the communication with 


your husband 


en 


open. We have a 
special time for 
our needs and af 
fection to be met 
and we want our 
husbands to live 
and be healthy. 
Therefore, be a 
woman of prayer, 
interceding on 
behalf of your 
husband, family 
and the church. 
If you love the a 
Lord with all your heart, you will also love your 
mate, as they go hand in hand. As Mother Brown 
explained — Eventually, love as an emotion settles 
down and you are left with the decision you made 
to join yourself to your spouse through the marital 
covenant — “a solemn agreement to act in harmony 
with the precepts of the Gospel.” “For this cause 
shall a man leave his father and mother and cleave 
to his wife; And they twain shall be one flesh: so 
then they are no more twain, but one flesh” (Mark 
10:7-8). 


If we have learned anything from the Browns, it is 
being in accordance with God’s will and His Word. 


This results in a marriage that will thrive and be 
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productive in and for the Kingdom. “What therefore 
God hath joined together, let not man put asunder” 
(Mark 10:9). 


*Please note that there are quotes within this story — 
covering our honorees which were taken from the © 
Kingdom News Magazine article written by Ms. | 
Tamara Marshall in 2017. TWT | 


Dee, a 32-year veteran public school educator is a member of 
Cathedral of Fath COGIC in Euless, TX. She is a member of Texas 
Northeast First Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction which is led by her pas- 
tor and bishop, the Honorable Bishop James E. Hornsby, 
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The world is in crisis. A pandemic 
caused by a coronavirus, COVID-19. 
has shut down public gathering 
places worldwide. States across 
the U.S. have been under “Stay 
Home-Stay Safe” orders, and 


behaviors such as social distancing, 


wearing face masks, and washing 
our hands to Flatten the curve in 
the spread of this invisible enemy 
are now the norms. 


This is the first pandemic experience for many 
of us. It is crazy! It is scary! It is painful for 
those who continue to suffer loss. Every day, 
from early morning to late night newscasts, 
we receive coronavirus updates that report the 
numbers of confirmed cases and deaths. It is 
information overload and has sent many on an 
emotional rollercoaster ride. It is easy to allow 
emotions to control; however, as Christians, we 
must stay spiritually healthy in an unhealthy 
world where uncertainty, fear and anxiety can 
spread, much like a contagious virus. 


“Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by 
prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let 
your requests be made known to God; and the 
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peace of God, which surpasses all understand- 
ing, will guard your hearts and minds through 
Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:6-7, NKJV). 


To live in panic mode sweltering with anxiety 
is dangerous on all levels, especially spiritually. 
Anxiety and worry will overpower us if we 
stay focused on what we see, hear, and feel, 
rather than focusing on God’s Word, affirming 
His unconditional love for us and those we 
care about, and His unlimited power. This is 
why it is absolutely necessary to control our 
environment. For example, when the nightly 
news puts a strain on our emotions, we should 
take a break from watching. 


If we allow our feelings to overpower our faith 
in God, our spiritual well-being is at risk. It 

is really an opportunity to grow spiritually by 
controlling our thoughts and thus, our 
emotions. Our spiritual health is a priority. 


Philippians 4:8 gives a formula for controlling 
our thoughts, which will put our emotions and 
behavior in check, if we apply the formula: “Fix 
your thoughts on what is true, and honorable, 
and right, and pure, and lovely, and admirable. 
Think about things that are excellent and worthy 
of praise (New Living Translation). 


The appropriate way to respond to anxiety is 
right thinking —change what you are thinking 
about and engage in activities that redirect 
the thought process. Learning to control our 
thoughts early on can be beneficial later. 


The Following are seven / tips to start you on the way to staying 
spiritually healthy in an unheatthy world: 


| Give yourself space to refocus. This has to do with your environment and 
surroundings. When and where there is too much noise, you cannot hear the 
whispers of God. 


i Discipline your thoughts and meditate on what is good, pleasurable and 
admirable. The Book of Psalms is a good place to start. You will find that the 
psalmist expressed an array of emotional ups and downs. However, he always 
concluded by refocusing and redirecting his thoughts toward God by giving 
Him praise, honor and glory. 


j Study the Bible. Read Bible-based books. Use a daily devotional. There are 
many online devotions to which you can subscribe. Listen to inspirational music/ 
songs that will lift your spirit. 


4 Pray without ceasing! Take prayer walks. Go to the park, sit and people 
watch and pray for them.Write in a journal, which can be spiritually edifying, or 
write a letter or note to God expressing your fears, dreams, and aspirations. 


' Pray for someone else who you know may be facing challenges. It will help 
you to redirect your thoughts from yourself; it will eliminate the self-pity tendency. 


f Focus on fun memories that will cheer you up and make you laugh. Watch | 
funny family sitcoms.““Being cheerful keeps you healthy. It is slow death to be 
gloomy all the time” (Proverbs 17:12, GNT). 


! 
/ Consider the beauty of nature—God’s magnificent creation. Take photos i 
to capture majestic moments, like sunrises, sunsets, beautiful flowers, etc. 


God never intended for us to live in fear, worry or anxiety. Fear is a direct result of the Fall of 
Man (Genesis 3:9-10). Our Creator has provided everything needed for a life of peace and 
contentment by placing our trust in Jesus while living in an unhealthy world, even amid a 


global pandemic. TWT 


Queen E, Phillips is a licensed evangelist missionary, published author, CWC curriculum writer, and ministry leader at 
Mt. Rose COGIC, Crosby, TX, Dr Ron Eagleton, senior pastor; Texas Greater Southeast First Jurisdiction, Bishop Johnny 
A. Tates. Websites: www.theroyaltysolutions.com and www.majesticpublications.com 
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A Saint of Style 


and Distinction: 


MOTHER 
WILLIE MAE SHEARD 


By Evangelist Missionary Sandra Thompson Williams 
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characterize 
Mother Willie Mae 
Gordon Sheard as a 
special saint would 
be a true assessment, 
but an immense 
understatement. 
There are many 
more adjectives to 
describe this woman 
of charming style, 
sophisticated 
elegance and 

notable humility. 
There was nothing 
typical about her 
because she was 


extraordinary. 
THEWHOLETRUTH 


“She was wonderful, she was something ... And we 


were married for 64 years.” 


Her life began and ended in the 
city of her birth, Detroit, Michi- 
gan. Her earthly life was assigned 
by God on December 9, 1935. It 
has paused temporarily on earth 
for her legacy to begin, while her 
journey continues in eternity. And 
what a legacy it has been since 
her April 19, 2020 departure. Her 
passing has left a void in the lives 
of family and friends. 


Educated in the Motor City, Mother 
Sheard studied Cosmetology and 
utilized her gift to make women 
more beautiful. That was only a 
small part of her life. She wed a 
young man in 1956 and was his 
‘help meet’ for the next 64 years 
while he received continuous 
elevation and is now known as 
Bishop John Henry Sheard, 
Chairman of the Board of Bishops. 
Lady Willie Mae Sheard served as 
First lady of Greater Mitchell 
Temple COGIC. She had wonderful 
examples of how to serve because 
she observed and practiced in her 


formative years at Bailey Temple 
COGIC. 


he was blessed to be the 


mother of two fiery and 
well respected young preachers who 
have both followed their father’s 
footsteps to become leaders. Gen- 
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eral Board Member Bishop J. Drew 
Sheard is the elder and Superin- 
tendent Ethan Blake Sheard is the 
younger. 


“She was a woman of style, grace 
and elegance,” said Bishop J. Drew 
Sheard. “I remember mama would 
make her clothes in the early years 
due to lack of funds. She was quite 
talented in this area. She was also 
very good at encouraging. She had 
a high-pitched voice that she used 
to encourage preachers,” Bishop J. 
Drew Sheard stated. 


Superintendent Ethan 
Sheard attested to that, by 
recalling a time when he 
announced a sermon titled, 
‘Pardon the Interruption.’ 
“It was about the woman 
with the issue of blood,” 
he said. “Mama was 
hollering and boosting 

me and IJ hadn’t even said 
anything yet,” he laughed. 


Bishop John Henry Sheard affec- 
tionately recalled how creative his 
wife was. “She was an excellent 
cook,” he said. “And she could 
make a blouse on a Saturday night 
and wear it on Sunday. She was 
wonderful, she was something,” 
he emphasized. “And we were 
married for 64 years,” he devotedly 
recalled. 


— Bishop John Henry Sheard 


The sons have a great collection 
of memories about her personality. 
“Mama would speak her mind and 
tell you the truth,’ Bishop J. Drew 
Sheard recalled. “You certainly 
could not describe her as quiet.” 
“Mama would help you,” Super- 
intendent Ethan Sheard added. 
“She was very adamant about her 
walk with the Lord. She would 
give you Straight, forward talk 

for your benefit. She would tell 
you, then she would help you. Her 
mantra was ‘Forget the dumb stuff 
and make us proud.’ She didn’t 
beat around the bush. She believed 
in getting things done,” he stated. 


Mother Sheard had hobbies that 
included sewing, knitting and 
needlepoint. She also enjoyed 
traveling, when her health was 
cooperative, along with her friends 
- Mother Connie Chambers, 
Mother Joann Meadows, Mother 
Blanche Williams, Mother Sharon 
Bordeaux and Mother Fay Martin. 


Her favorite scripture was Luke 
22:32. “She would end her 
testimony by saying, ‘Will you 
pray for me that my faith fails me 
not and that I will be the daughter 
God is calling for me to be in 
these last and evil days?,’” Bishop 
J. Drew Sheard said. Although she 
was not tied to any particular song, 
she enjoyed her granddaughter 
Kierra Sheard’s recent hit, “It 
Keeps Happening.” 
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‘Mama was fun,” Bishop 
J. Drew Sheard recalled. 
“We have lots of mem- 
ories of laughing with 
her. Pll never forget that 
Mom made sure that I 
had a party every year. 
She did it especially be- 
cause my birthday was 
on New Year’s Day. She 
made sure that I was not 
cheated out of that cele- 
bration,” he said. 


Superintendent Ethan Sheard 
described his mother as a Queen. 
And Bishop J. Drew described her 
as phenomenal. Both sons fondly 
remembered her knack for doing 
things that were practical. “She 
enjoyed teaching young women 
how to set a table properly and 


how to be wives and dress ap- 
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propriately. She didn’t spare men 
when it came to appropriate dress 
either,’ Bishop J. Drew Sheard 
said laughing. 


Having served in every department 
of the church, she was considered 
a woman of excellence. She knew 
how to instruct because she knew 
how to serve. She worked with 
the youth in many capacities, the 
Sunday School Department, the 
YWCC and YLCC, served as an 
Evangelist Missionary and as a 
District Missionary. But titles 
didn’t drive her, she could even be 
found working in the kitchen. 


This sainted mother led by example. 
Her sons fondly remember her 
support of their non-church activities 
when they were just boys partic- 
ipating in sports. Mother Sheard 
would again be cheering from the 
stands. She sought balance and 
kept her children under the author- 
ity of their father. It was obvious 
that she, along with her husband, 
believed that if you spared the rod 
you spoiled the child. 


Superintendent Ethan Sheard said 
he was once punished for taking 
part in what an entire group of 
students had done. “My mom 
asked me why I did it and I told 
her because everyone else was 
doing it,’ he remembered. Her 
response was classic: “I’m not 
raising followers,” Mother Sheard 
scolded. “I’m raising leaders!” 
That was one lesson that he never 
forgot. 


Mother Sheard was known as 
“Nana” to her three grandchildren, 
Kierra, Drew and Madison; as well 
as her great grandchildren, Jacob 
and Kali Drew. 


Mother Sheard organized a program 
called “Black Awareness Day’ at 
her church because she wanted 
young people to know their his- 
tory. This program would award 
prizes to the participants each year, 
along with scholarships. She was a 
promoter of education. 


Mother Sheard’s community also 
benefited from her, both in life 
and in death. The “Mother Willie 
Mae Sheard Community Testing 
Day’ was held on June 3, 2020. 
Her memory was honored as free 
COVID testing was administered, 
along with voter registration. Even 
at the end of her day, she was still 
giving, still encouraging people 
to succeed in life, and still being 
a cheerleader through a faith that 
never failed her once. Now as an 
overcomer, she has become that 
daughter she testified about, who 
now lives in the loving presence 
of her Heavenly Father. TWT 


Sandra Thompson Williams is an author 
and evangelist missionary at new Mount 
Zion COGIC in St. Louis, Missouri. 
Superintendent Jessie J. Smith is her pas- 
tor, Mother Josephine Boyd is her State 
Supervisor and Bishop William L. Harper 
is her Bishop in Eastern Missouri First. 
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By Kimberly V. Porter M. Ed 


This past summer, 

| had the wonderful 
opportunity to serve 3rd 
through 5th grade as a 

SEA (Special Education 
Assistant) where | provided 
distance learning. Distance 

, Learning is one form of 


online learning education. 


Scholars are no longey 4 
in the classroom “ 
environment during ™ P 
education instruction. 
dy’seholars and their 


chers use various 


: Pechnolctie such as | 
video conferencing, phone 
calls and the internet for _ 
primary modes of | 

~ communication when — 

distance learning. 


.. schools can, hopefully bridge the} g 


| CONCERNS WITH 
DISTANCE LEARNING 


When utilizing distance learning, educators must 
consider and be aware of the needs of each in- 
dividual learner as well as their families. Distance 
learning relies on our scholars to learn remotely 
from computers or tablets. It is not feasible to use 
distance learning if scholars do not have access to 
devices or home internet service and are unable 
to connect in this manner. This is when schools 
can, hopefully, bridge the gaps to fulfill the needs of 
scholars. 


A major concern with distance learning is the 
challenge to track whether scholars are actually 
working.As a distance learning educator, you are 
unable to walk around an actual classroom to check 
what your scholars have displayed on their screens, 
for example. 


In my personal experience, although distance learning 
has its challenges, it typically works best with older 
students who have consistent technology access at 
home and can work responsibly on their own. 
However, with current pandemic-related school 
closures, distance learning does have a clear advantage, 
despite its challenges. 


DISTANCE LEARNING NEW TO ALL 


Distance learning in early child development is 
rather new. Parents and scholars who may not have 
the best computer or technical skills should imme- 
diately communicate their needs with teachers or 
get creative in seeking other families who may be 
more tech-savvy. 


Early childhood educators build greatly upon the 
natural curiosities of young scholars. Our early 
learners rely, to a great extent, on play within 
play-based environments. Through play, younger 
scholars develop foundational social and emotional, 
executive functioning and academic skills. Inspiring 
children to go higher and learn through play is key 
to learning. 
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gaps to fulfill the needs of scholars. 


While distance learning, it is important to create 
learning spaces with open-ended materials that 
will ignite the early learners’ interests and 
incorporate social engagement with each other 
and their surroundings. 


Early child development instructors who are new 
to distance learning should be sure to obtain 
recommendations from those in the field who 
have experience participating in or teaching 
courses in early childhood education through 
distance learning. 


SCHOOL CLOSINGS 


Policies for both parents and teachers need to be 
revised in order to add detailed information and 
instructions concerning school closings and what 
the closures mean for distance education. 


When school closings first occurred during 
COVID-19, there were early childhood educators 
who transitioned from the classroom to remote 
teaching. Educations should remember that during 
these closures, it is essential that the foundational 
social and emotional, executive functioning, and 
academic principles remain while remote learning. 


It is also essential for educators to partner with 
and work with families to attempt to establish 
play-based, child-centered learning that pushes 
learning beyond simply engaging with a screen, 
when possible. 


RESOURCES 

Resources should be provided to families that will 
support the tools to foster learning at home. 
However, we must remember that families have 
other responsibilities outside of supporting 
educators with our lessons. 


Educators can be a direct resource by staying 
connected with scholars and families. For example, 
ifa student misses or neglects to complete a 


project, sending a note to the family to check-in 
and share what was missed should be done as a 
courtesy. Although we will not be together, we 
can stay in touch and show that we care.As a staff 
member, it is important to connect with families 
at least once a week, either over the phone or via 
video chat, whatever works best. 


Further, sending school-wide emails every day is an 
essential resource. One idea is to create a schedule 
with staff to rotate responsibility for writing the 
daily email. Creating a rotation schedule will keep 
staff engaged during distance instruction, and will allow 
each staff person’s voice to be creatively heard. 


Ideas for daily emails include: a note of gratitude, 
video recordings of read-aloud or songs, child-friendly 
cooking recipes, instructions on how to use house- 
hold items to make paint, or how to build an imagi- 
nary structure. 


Measure success in participation with smiles, from 
our scholars and parents. If our early learners be- 
come disinterested during a virtual meeting, 
remember that they are young and that this is new 
to everyone. Also, do not take abrupt exits personally. 
lf overall attendance is dwindling, call or survey 
families to find out what is needed and try your 
best to adapt. You are doing your best during this 
pandemic. YOU are wonderfully creative! 


Kimberly V. Porter, M. Ed. is an Early Childhood Development 
professional, author, and editor-in-chief for eLATION Magazine. 
Kimberly is a member of Unity Temple Church of God in Christ, 
Minneapolis Minnesota, under the leadership of Superintendent 
Ezra Fagge'lt. 
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“Weeping may endure for a night, But joy comes in the morning.” 


The beginning of a new 
year has always been a time of 
excitement, joy, celebration, 
expectation, enjoyment and 
planning. Each year, we celebrate 
the New Year with high hopes of 
making new friends, finding a new 
job, anew home, getting married, 
or the happy arrival of a new baby, 
or an exotic vacation. Everyone 
has different expectations. The 
young are eagerly excited about 
graduations and milestones in 
life. The elders fondly remember 
experiences they have lived and 
look clear-headedly into the 
future. 

In the Bible, the number 
20 is symbolic of a waiting period, 
labor or suffering, as when Jacob 
waited 20 years to get his wives 
and flock, and to be released from 
servitude to his father-in-law 
(Genesis 31:41). As we began 
to celebrate the year 2020, life as 
we knew it was suddenly brought 
to a halt. 2020 has been devastat- 
ingly painful for many as we wait 
out this pandemic. In December 
2019, the World Health Organi- 
zation (WHO) notified the world 
of a new pneumonia-type virus 
that affected some people. By the 
middle of January, the virus was 
characterized as COVID-19. By 
March, hundreds of thousands of 
people were affected, thousands 
had died from the virus, and a 
world-wide pandemic was declared. 
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— Psalin 30:5 


This pandemic 
is not the first that 
America has experi- 
enced. There was 
another flu pandemic 
that hit the world in 
1918. Although it 
killed a lot of people, 
let me encourage you 
that just as it was 
devastating in 1918, 
with medicine and 
fervent prayer, the 
deadly disease was 


annihilated. Church leaders 
from around the world are holding 
prayer vigils, seeking God for the 
healing of our land. The Bible 
declares, “If My people who are 
called by My name will humble 
themselves, and pray and seek 
My face, and turn from their 
wicked ways, then I will hear 
from heaven, and will forgive 
their sin and heal their land” 

(2 Chronicles 7:14, NKJV). 

It is understandable if you 
have become disheartened or sad 
from hearing about family mem- 
bers or friends who have con- 
tracted coronavirus, or learned 
that a relative or close friend has 
died. Trust me, I know the pain 
because I lost my daughter in 
February and it hurts really, really 


bad. Like me, you may have 
asked God why. You wait and 
wait for an answer. “And He 
said to me, My grace is sufficient 
for you, for My strength is made 
perfect in weakness” (2 Corinthians 
12-9). 

The church, also, is not 
immune to this global pandemic. 
In the Church of God in Christ 
(COGIC), some of our most 
prominent bishops, superinten- 
dents, supervisors, evangelists, 
elders, deacons, deaconesses, 
missionaries, and laypersons have 
succumbed to this disease. To see 
our Presiding Bishop’s latest 
statements regarding the corona- 
virus, please visit https://www. 
cogic.org/covid19. 

Some Christians are 
questioning if this pandemic, 
along with the climate changes, 
hurricanes, earthquakes in unusual 
places, and clashes with other 
countries is the beginning of 
sorrow mentioned in Matthew 
24:4-8: “And Jesus answered and 


said to them: “Lake heed 
that no one deceives 
you. For many will 
come in My name, 
saying, ‘Iam the 
Christ,’ and will deceive 
many. And you will 
hear of wars and ru- 
mors of wars. See that 
you are not troubled; 
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for all these things must come to 
pass, but the end is not yet. For 
nation will rise against nation, 
and kingdom against kingdom. 
And there will be famines, 
pestilences, and earthquakes in 
various places. All these are the 
beginning of sorrows.” 

Saints, whether this is 
the beginning of sorrow or not, 
it is not a time to become 
faint of heart, worried and 
fearful. As a matter of fact, 
this would be a good time 
to diligently protect your 
mental health by reducing 
the time you spend watch- 
ing the news on TV or 
listening to the news on 
the radio. Yes, the pandemic 
has worsened and more 
and more people are con- 
tracting the virus and are 
dying. But, you can protect 
yourself and your family 
by following the guide- 
lines of your country’s 
government authorities 
and health experts. 


During this 
time of crisis, 
your mental, 
physical, and 
Spiritual health 
are important. 
Think and speak 
positive thoughts. 
Read spirit-filled, 


inspirational books. 
Find joy in the midst of this 
pandemic. Laugh a lot. Exercise 


at least 30 minutes a day, and by 
all means, read your Bible, fast 
and pray. Get into the Word of 
God and find out what the Bible 
has to say to you. Start by reading 
the 91st Psalm. Memorize verse 

7 which states: “A thousand may 
fall at your side, And ten thousand 
at your right hand; But it shall not 
come near you.” Remember, no 


matter what you are facing, God 
is able to carry you through. 
Ephesians 6:10 encourages 


us to” ...be strong in the 
Lord and in the power 
of His might.” Study 


the Scriptures and 
know that God ts with 


YOu. “Fear not, for I am with 
you; Be not dismayed, for I am 
your God. I will strengthen you, 
Yes, I will help you, I will uphold 
you with My righteous right 
hand” Isaiah 41:10. 

Remember, God is in 
control. This global 
pandemic did not take Him 
by surprise. Prayers, along 
with medicine and the 
cooperation of the people 
drove the 1918 pandemic 
away. | Chron. 116:1 
states: “Seek the LORD 
and His strength; Seek His 
face evermore!” If we trust 
in the Lord with all our 
heart, pray and follow the 
instructions of the health 
experts, then we will be 
able to drive this disease 
away. 

“Then he said to them, 

Go your way, eat the fat, 
drink the sweet, and send 
portions to those for whom 
nothing is prepared; for this 
day is holy to our Lord. Do 
not sorrow, for the joy of 
the LORD is your strength” 
Nehemiah 8:10. 


Marion McNair is an Evangelist 
Missionary at West Angeles COGIC 

(Los Angeles, CA) where she sings in the 
Mass Choir. 


THE VVIR@EE TRUE. 2 43 


WORD IS BOND 
The coronavirus pestilence has brought out the good or bad in 
many people. A few have become truer versions of who they 
really are. During the days when I was running the streets, a 
wise person once said, “Make your word be bond to yourself.” 


This saying stuck. What shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the 
whole world, and lose his own soul? What shall it profit a man, 
if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? What 
shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose 
his own soul? 


What Shall It 


YOUR LAST DAYS 


Be true to your essence and don’t sell out. Know this! One 
day you may have to approach your Audubon Theater podium | 
or your Lorraine Motel Balcony. Walk steadfast knowing that} 
you gave it your all and kept itreal. Don’t sell out, have no i 
regrets, be happy and don’t turn back! You came this far by 
| God’s Grace! | 
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| There is a certain possibility for one to lose his soul. This i is 
- somewhat of a concern. How does one prevent the loss of 
their soul? I believe you could trade your soul i in exchange 
for fortune, fame, notoriety, money, popularity, or self- 
absorption...to name a few things. When your adversary, the 
devil, asks, “What is your cost?” What would you say, or at 


least think? The ideal answer is, “Get you behind me devil.” Hie 


Or would you think, ‘Well, a little dab will do me’? 


Profit 


By Elder Reginald Boswell 


‘KEEP ON TRUCKIN’ 


In the words of that famous crooner from Union Springs, 
Alabama - “Keep on Truckin”. Then they will know you 
were here. When God approves, for what more can you ask? 
Only a fool will hate. Don’t hate! Love one another, then they 
shall know that you meant business. They will remember 
you and know that you were the truest version of you, created 
by His right hand. 


Elder Reginald Boswell is the CEO of Bread Day Ministries serves under the incantenceat Dr Terrell Harris ie eer of True Light 
COGIC Huntsville AL and General Board member of Alabama First Jurisdiction where Bishop O.L. Meadows | is Prelate. 
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Church of God in Christ 


A Message Inspired by 
ur Saviour 


By Sharon Nolen 


When an enemy attacks the nations 
And comes in like a flood 

We saints don’t need to fear 

We are covered by Jesus’ blood. 


He was the Lamb that was slain 
Providing the blood for us 

An everlasting covenant 

And in Him we must trust. 


Be strong and of a good courage 
Do not be afraid 

For the blood is on your door post 
So do not get dismayed. 
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Let us thank Him f 
Safely in His arm 
Thank Him for f 
And for shiele 


Then let us pray for all the families 
Whose loved ones have died 

Let’s ask God to comfort them 

And wipe the tears from their eyes. 


And when this is all over 

And with the dawning of anew day _ 
Let’s continue to give God glory 
And never cease to pray. a 
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LIVE THROUGH 
It ALL 


| By Evangelist Missionary Sandra Thompson Williams 


| “He will call on me, and I will answer him; I will be with him in trouble, 
2 I will deliver him and honor him. With long life I will satisfy him 
and show him my salvation.” 
—Psalm 95:15 -16 


The Whole Truth celebrates the individuals honored in this article for their beautiful, long 

lives and all that they’ve encompassed. They truly have a right to praise the Lord! A few 

of the honorees have even lived through two pandemics: the influenza pandemic of 1918 
and most recently, COVID 19. 


In addition, they have witnessed at least five major wars, beginning with World War I. 

| By the grace of God, they survived each challenging situation and can therefore teach 

| the generations behind them a thing or two. They’ve experienced joy and sadness, 

gain and loss and ultimately, the wonderful gift of salvation. It is worth noting, 
that some of them were probably raised by the children of former slaves. 
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If they could sing one song to pay tribute to their long lives, I believe it would be a song 
penned by the late talented musician, Andrae Crouch - “Through It All.” The long 
lives of this issue’s centenarians (persons 100 years or older) and nonagenarians 
(persons 90 to 99 years) testify to the fact that they have learned to trust in Jesus 
and to depend upon His Word. 


Sandra Thompson Williams is an author and evangelist missionary at New Mt. Zion COGIC in St. Louis, Missouri. 
Superintendent Jessie Smith is her pastor and Bishop William L. Harper is her Jurisdictional Bishop in Eastern Missouri First. 
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Dr. LaRanch Eddings 

94 years (November 17, 1925) 
Alabama Ist Jurisdiction 
Bishop Oscar L. Meadows 
Supervisor Mattie Taylor 


Mother Leazar E. Lawson 
94 years (March 16, 1926) 
Alabama Ist Jurisdiction 
Bishop Oscar L. Meadows 
Supervisor Mattie Taylor 


Mother Gussie Bell Griggs 
99 years (April 20, 1921) 
Alabama Ist Jurisdiction 
Bishop Oscar L. Meadows 
Supervisor Mattie Taylor 


Superintendent Wiley C. Neal 
90 years (November 4, 1929) 
Alabama Ist Jurisdiction 
Bishop Oscar L. Meadows 
Supervisor Mattie Taylor 


Mother Martha L. Nevins 

92 years (October 11, 1927) 
Alaska Jurisdiction 

Bishop Otis McCormick 
Supervisor Mable B. Gibbons 


Mother Oneatha K. Hawk 


Alaska Jurisdiction 
Bishop Otis McCormick 
Supervisor Mable B. Gibbons 


Mother Emma Avery _ 
91 years (October 7, 1928). 
Alaska Jurisdiction 
Bishop Otis McCormick 


Supervisor Mable B. Gibbons — 


| Mother Susie Mae Ford 


98 years (June 28, 1922) 
Alaska Jurisdiction 

Bishop Otis McCormick 
Supel rvisor we B. Gibbons 


7 Afother Helen Louise Hardy 


98 years (March 20, 1922) 
Ethiopian Jurisdiction 
Bishop Corby Bush, Sr. 


punoisor eu at Norfleet | 


Mother Lillie Bell ‘Stephene 
95 years-(July-13, 1925) 
Florida Northwest Jurisdiction 


y Bishop Willie C.Greene _ 
Supervisor Dollie S. Reed 


Mother Daisy Mae Yeldell 
90 years (January 19, 1930) 


Northern Georgia 2nd Jurisdiction 


Bishop Mark Walden 


_ Supervisor Cynthia Mattox 


Deacon Joe Ellis 

90 years (March 6, 1930) 
First Jurisdiction of Illinois 
Bishop Ocie Booker 
Supervisor Shirley Hughes 
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Mother Coetta Louvenia Jones 
92 years (April 28, 1928) 

First Jurisdiction of Illinois 
Bishop Ocie Booker 
Supervisor Shirley Hughes 


Missionary Rose Lee Bell 
91 years (August 9, 1928) 
First Jurisdiction of Illinois 
Bishop Ocie Booker 
Supervisor Shirley Hughes 


Mother Sadie Hicks 

94 years (July 5, 1926) 
First Jurisdiction of Illinois 
Bishop Ocie Booker © 
Supervisor Shirley Hughes 


Mother Mattie Jessie Boston 
91 years (May 2, 1929) 

First Jurisdiction of Illinois 
Bishop Ocie Booker 
Supervisor Shirley Hughes 


Mother Annie Lee Woods 

90 years (November 6, 1929) 
Fifth Illinois East Jurisdiction 
Bishop James C. Austin, Sr. 
Supervisor Mary T. Kincaid 


Mother Curtistine Elizabeth Matthews 


97 years (December 13, 1922) 
Fifth [linois East Jurisdiction 
Bishop James C. Austin, Sr. 
Supervisor Mary T. Kincaid 
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Honorees — 


) 


Mother Mary Martha Mitchell 


96 years (May 7, 1924) 


Fifth Ilinois East Jurisdiction 
Bishop James C. Austin, Sr. 
Supervisor Mary T. Kincaid 


- Mother Catherine Nunnally 
‘91 years (May 3, 1929) 


Sixth Ilinois Jurisdiction 


- Bishop Clowdell Williams, Sr. 
Supervisor Angie Cullins 


Mother Helen Auretha Williams 
98 years (September 19, 1921) 
Sixth Illinois Jurisdiction 

Bishop Clowdell Williams, Sr. — 
Supervisor Angie Cullins 


Mother Katherine Lewis 
94 years (November 26, 1925) 
Sixth [linois Jurisdiction 


Bishop Clowdell Williams, Sr. 


Supervisor Angie Cullins 


Mother Ruby Williams — 
92 years (September 1, 1927) 


_ Sixth Illinois Jurisdiction 
Bishop Clowdell Williams, Sr. 


Supervisor Angie Cullins 


Mother Juanita Battle 

93 years (November 16, 1926) 
Sixth Illinois Jurisdiction 
Bishop Clowdell Williams, Sr. 
Supervisor Angie Cullins 
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Mother lreatha Mahoney 

90 years (December 11, 1929) 
Michigan Southwest 2nd Jurisdiction 
Bishop James Whitehead, Jr. 
Supervisor Frances Curtis 


Associate Pastor Van Douglas Covington 
92 years (October 9, 1927) 

Western Michigan Jurisdiction 

Bishop Nathaniel Wells 

Supervisor Martha Nichols 


Deacon Reginald Smalls 

95 years (April 3, 1925) 

Third Eastern New York Jurisdiction 
Bishop Frank A. White 


Deacon Luiloe E. Wilson 

90 years (October 31, 1929) 

Greater North Carolina Jurisdiction 
Bishop LeRoy J. Woolard 
Supervisor Harrizene Keys 


Evangelist Christine Avent 

96 years (October 9, 1923) 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
Bishop Guy Glimp 

Supervisor Katie Allen 


Supervisor Emeritus 
Geraldine E. Miller 

91 years (July 24, 1929) 
Tennessee Headquarters 
Bishop David Allen Hall, Sr. 
Supervisor Dessie E. Lee 
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\ 95 years (May 10;1925) 
Virginia 2nd Jurisdiction 


| Pastor Emeritus Taft Purkett 


‘District Missionary Ida Mae Davis 
99 years (July 11, 1921). 


Pastor James Archie Runnels 

94 years (October 6, 1925) — 
Texas Northeast 4th Jurisdiction 
Bishop Nathiel D. Wells 
Supervisor Erma B. Parker 


Mother Josphine Barnes 

92 years (October 4, 1927) 
Texas Southwest Jurisdiction 
Bishop Samuel E. Iglehart 
Supervisor Youlander Ford 


Virginia 2nd Jurisdiction 
Bishop Wilbert L. Daniels, Sr. 
Supervisor Jacquelin G. Holmes 


Deacon Samuel Davis 


Bishop Wilbert L. Daniels, Sr. 
Supervisor Jacquelin G. Holmes 


Mother Mary Elizabeth Bridges 
96 years (August 29, 1924) 
Virginia 2nd Jurisdiction 
Bishop Wilbert L. Daniels, Sr. 
Supervisor Jacquelin G. Holmes 


91 years (July 8, 1929) 

Virginia 2nd Jurisdiction vee ae 
Bishop Wilbert L. Daniels,Sr. 
Supervisor Jacquelin G. Holmes 
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Bishop Wilbert Lee Daniels, Sr. 
90 years (January 23, 1930) 
Virginia 2nd Jurisdiction 
Bishop Wilbert L. Daniels, Sr. 
Supervisor Jacquelin G. Holmes 


Pastor Levi Bell 

97 years (June 18, 1923) 
Washington Jurisdiction 
Bishop Leo C. Brown, Jr. 
Supervisor Curlie Davis 


Mother Rebecca Kenny 

92 years (April 13, 1928) 
Alaska 

Bishop Otis McCormick 
Supervisor Mable B: Gibbons 


Mother Mildred Benson Blunt 
95 years (November 2, 1924) 
Arkansas Ist Jurisdiction 
Bishop Jewel Withers, Jr. 
Supervisor Hazel Deloney 


Mother Bertha Hall 

90 years (January 9, 1930) 

Greater Northern California Second 
Bishop Johnathan D. Logan, Sr. 
Supervisor Barbara McCoo Lewis 


Brother S. D. “Pete” Wilson © 

92 years (October 18, 1927) 

Greater Northern California Second 
Bishop Johnathan D. Logan, Sr. 
Supervisor Barbara McCoo Lewis 
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90 years (November 17, 1929) 
¥ First Jurisdiction of Illinois 


4 


Mother Helen Quincy Saffold 

90 years (February 2, 1930) 

Nor Cal Metropolitan Jurisdiction 
Bishop Jerry W. Macklin 
Supervisor Gloria Hunt 


‘Mother Lena Mae Willis 
94 years (June 29, 1926) 


California Northwest J urisdiction 


~ Bishop Nathaniel A. Bullock 
~ Supervisor Roshonda McDonald 


Deacon Carey Dennis, Jr. 

93 years (January 25, 1927) 
Ethiopian Jurisdiction 

Bishop Corby Bush, Sr. 
Supervisor pS Norfleet 


Missionary Annie Lee Hibbard 
95 years (December 26, 1924) 
Ethiopian Jurisdiction 

Bishop Corby Bush, Sr. 
Supervisor Maddaline Norfleet 


Deacon Arthur L. McCann | 
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Bishop Ocie Booker 
Supervisor Shirley Hughes 


Pastor Paul James Peete 

96 years (April 11, 1924) 
First Jurisdiction of Illinois 
Bishop Ocie Booker 
Supervisor Shirley Hughes 
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_ Mother Dorothy Mack Mother Bertha Stallworth 
91 years (August 29, 1929) 94 years (June 15, 1926) 
First Jurisdiction of Illinois Sixth Illinois Jurisdiction 
& Bishop Ocie Booker Bishop Clowdell Williams, Sr. 
. Supe Shirley Hughes Supervisor Angie Cullins — 


Mother Bomicé C. Pullen 

91 years (May 15, 1929) 
First Jurisdiction of Illinois ~ 
Bishop Ocie Booker © 


Emeritus Bishop 

Willie James Chambliss 

91 years (February 6, 1929) 
‘Iltinois Midwest Jurisdiction 


ws Supervisor Shirley Hughes Bishop Darrell L. Hines 
a | Supervisor Luvonia Whittley 
e Evangelist Vernon Margarite | 
a Oliver Price - Mother Thelma Stover 
ys 90 years (December 1, 1929) | 92 years, (October 17,1927) | 
2 First Jurisdiction of Illinois - Illinois Southeast J urisdiction. 
_ Bishop Ocie Booker | Bishop OtisA.Eanes 
_ Supervisor Shirley Hughes Supervis or Myrtle Humphrey 
_ Adm. Asst. Timothy Philemon Welch Della Sullivan 
: C , 90 years (November 14, 1929) (June 6, 1928) 
= Fifth Illinois East Jurisdiction © a Ist Jurisdiction 
: ie Bishop James C. Austin, Sr. James W. Proctor 
i . Supervisor Mary T. Kincaid 3 pervisor Vanessa Winbush-Gatlin 
_ | Mother Margaret Dotson Mother Johnnie Mae Boone 
+ ~~: 97 years (May 8, 1923) 96 years (August 14, 1924) 
My Fifth Illinois East Jurisdiction Michigan Southwest 2nd Jurisdiction 
oa Bishop James C. Austin, Sr. Bishop James Whitehead, Jr. 


Supervisor Mary T. Kincaid Supervisor Frances Curtis 
Deacon Roy Mason 

_/90 years (July 21, 1930) ao 
Michigan Southwest 2nd Jurisdiction 
Bishop James Whitehead, Jr. 
Supervisor Frances Curtis 


Mother Rosetta Barnes 

94 years (April 16, 19 

Fifth Illinois East Jurisdi Hon 
Bishop James C. Austin,Sr. = 
Supervisor Mary T. Kincaid 
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Mother Della Booker 
90 years (December 26, 1929) 


Michigan Southwest 2nd Jurisdiction 


Bishop James Whitehead, Jr. 
Supervisor Frances Curtis 


Mother Madeline Gentles 

93 years (February 16, 1927) 
Michigan Southwest 2nd Jurisdiction 
Bishop James Whitehead, Jr. 
Supervisor Frances Curtis 


Mother Bonnie Ross 


91 years (May 11, 1929) 


Texas Southwest Jurisdiction 
Bishop Samuel E. Iglehart 


Supervisor Youlander Ford 


Mother Lena Riley 

96 years (April 20, 1924) 
Texas Southwest Jurisdiction 
Bishop Samuel E. Iglehart 
Supervisor Youlander Ford 


Mother Morine Williams 

91 years (October 24, 1928) 
Texas Southwest Jurisdiction 
Bishop Samuel E. Iglehart 
Supervisor Youlander Ford 


Mother Lazelle Walker 

91 years (January 28, 1929) 
Texas Southwest Jurisdiction 
Bishop Samuel E. Iglehart 
Supervisor Youlander Ford 
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First Lady Ella Hilliard 

95 years (January 29, 1925) 
Texas Southwest Jurisdiction 
Bishop Samuel E. Iglehart 
Supervisor Youlander Ford 


Mother Betty Jean Smith 

92 years (February 29, 1928) 
Texas Southwest Jurisdiction 
Bishop Samuel E. Iglehart 
Supervisor Youlander Ford 


Mother Cornelia Brown 

93 years (May 5, 1927) 

Texas Southwest Jurisdiction 
Bishop Samuel E. Iglehart 
Supervisor Youlander Ford 


Mother Naomi Waller Vaughan 


93 years (June 26, 1927) 
Virginia Ist Jurisdiction 
Bishop Ted Thomas, Sr. 
Mother Nellie M. Townes 
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- Brother Robert Holt (No Photo) 
102 years (April 30, 1918) 
Michigan Southwest 2nd 
Bishop James Whitehead, Jr. 
Supervisor Frances Curtis 


Mother Minnie Lee Donald (No Photo) 
103 years (March 15, 1917) 

Michigan Southwest 2nd 

Bishop James Whitehead, Jr. 
Supervisor Frances Curtis 


Mother Rosa Lee Parson 
104 years (October 20, 1915) 
Western Florida 

Bishop Willie J. Matheney 
Supervisor Argatha Gilmore 


Pastor William Haywood Blanchard 
100 years (May 3, 1920) 

Virginia 2nd 

Bishop Wilbert L. Daniels, Sr. 
Supervisor Jacquelin G. Holmes 


Mother Elizabeth Mosley 
101 years (May 25, 1919) 
Oregon Ist 

Bishop A. R. Hopkins, Sr. - 
Supervisor Trena Green a | | 
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PASTOR | AUTHOR | ENTREPRENEUR 


NEW BOOK NOW __ 
_, AVAILABLE 


"DRAWN 
OUT FORA === 
PURPOSE" Faas 


"God has a divine purpose for your life. You are not” 
a mistake. You were created for a specific reason. 
You were drawn out of sin and redeemed 
by Christ so you can discover 
and fulfill your assignment 
here on Earth.” 


Order Your Autographed Copies Today! 


WWW.PASTOR CISCO.COM 
Printed Copy and ebook 
also available at: 


Amazon, Barnes & Noble, 


: PASTOR “& 
Cw, € SAMUEL “CISCO” DUNCAN IV 
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PRAY for the LSA 


As we work diligently to inspire and inform our vast group of loyal 
The Whole Truth readers, syne with us to successfully promote 
your ministry, business, event, product or service! 


EVERY pastor, jurisdictional leader, 
department head and the like is encouraged 
to advertise their events in The Whole Truth! 


You can purchase a full page ad in one quarterly | 
edition of The Whole Truth for $250. 


The WHOLE TRUTH DEAL is you purchase an ad for 


three quarters, we will give you the fourth quarter for free. That's a full year 
of advertisements for the price of three quarters. What a Great Deal! 


Purchase 3Ads — 


Contact David George Newsome at 


twtads@cogic.org 
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The U.S. Fund for UNICEF congratulate 
the Church Of God tn Christ, Incorporated 
its 108th Holy Convocatior 
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HARRISON MASON PRESS 


A division of the Church Of God In Christ Publishing House 


DO YOU HAVE A OF FAITH 
you. feel called by fod tr sare! 


The Church Of God In Christ Publishing House is pleased to 
announce the launch of Harrison Mason Press, a self-publishing 
imprint dedicated solely to amplifying and elevating the voice of 
Christians to a world desperately seeking holy truth. 
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If you've ever felt called to write a hook, 
visit us now at HarrisonMasonPress.com 
or reach out to us at 1-844-726-7392 


